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RATLWAY ACCTIDENT AT ARKTLOW, CO WICKLOW

ON 3RD OCTOBER, 1979

INTRODUCTION

The Minister for Tourilsm and Tranéport by Order dated 17th day of
October, 1979 directed that an Inguiry by mede by Ml—
BE, MIEI into the ceauses of a railway accident which occcurred at
Arkiow Station at about 13,10 hours on Wednesday, 3rd October,1979 as 2
result of which about twenty-seven passengers znd two members of the
crew of one of the two trains invelved recelved injuries of varying
severity. Forftunately there were no fatalities.

T inspected the accident site on S5tk Ostober, 1879 aﬁd on a punber
of subszequent occzasions and I heard svidesnce from persons concernsd
or having relevant knowlsdge of the accident and from officers of
Coras Iompair Eireann on 16th January, 1§8Q gt the Land Commission
Court Room, 24 Upper Merrion Strest, Dublin 2. The evidéﬂo@ Was

not taken on oath and was heard in public, I have the honour 1o

report as fellows:-

DESCRIPTICON AND CIRCUMSTANCES

Arklow Station is 50% miles from Duolin (Pearsé Station) on the
gingle-lineg railway to Rosslare Harbour. Block posts on either
side of Arklow zre Bathdrum (384 miles from Dublin) on the Up
side and Gorey (60% miles from Dublin) on the Down side.

A diagrammatic tayout of Arklow Ztgtion iz a2t Appendix I.
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In 1977 alterations were carried out to the Arklow Station
signals. These zlterations included moving the Up Cuter Home
and Distant semaphore signals 150 yards outwards towards Gorey
and instelling a new colour-light Down Advance Starting sigmal
300 yards from the Up Home signals. This signal replaced the

Limit of Shunt Board.

On the day of the accident, because of maintenance work, train
speeds were restricted to 25 mph between 51% and 51% miles

from Dubhlin,

The trains involwved in the accident were aa Up cement traln
consisting of one locomotive and nineteen wagons which had
departed Gorey at about 18,10 hours for Arklow, where Tour wagons
were to be unloaded. and tha 17.40 hours Up passenger train from
Rosslare Harbour to Dublin consisting of one locomotive, five
passenger coaches and & guard's van which had departed Gorey at
about 18,57 hours and was =scheduled to stop in Arklow &t 19.05

hours.

The trains collided on the mainline near fthe Down Advance Starting
gignal which is befween the Up Outer Home z2nd Home signalz. Five
wagons of the cement train were extensively damaged. The locomotive
of the pasgenger train was severely damaged and scme damage wWas

caused +to the passenger coaches. There was substantial damage to

the permanent way.

It had started to rain at about the time of The acqidEﬂt,,and

vigibility became poorm
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SUNMMARY OF EVIDENCE

Signalma 4D r2c ceen 2 signalman at Arklow for over

30 years., On the evening of the accident he had accepted the Up
cement train from Gorey under Signalling Regulation No. 3. . He
received the Mirain entering section™ sigmal at 18.2% hours, the

train arrived at 18,44 hours and he sent the "train out of sectiion”
signal at 15.46 hours before he had checked that the train nad arrived
complete. A% about the same time he released the ftoken to Gorey for
the Up passenger train. The Up cement train was listed in the |
Working Timetable as due to arrive in Arklow at 16,10 hours. The

Rail Contrel Office, Dublin, had requested, by telephone, [that it
should depart from Arklow at 20,00 hours. U vsc svave that the
four rear wagonzs of the cement train were to be unloaded at Ar}cloﬁv
and had he known in advance that the local fork-lift drivier, Depoiman
@G, o ot have sufficient time o unload these four wagons
‘before the train departed at 20.00 hours he Woulld have brought the
cement train initially into the Platform instead of direcHing it into

~the Goods 3iding.

e discussed the shunting movements with the cement train's driver
and guard and with the depotman. His intention was, on completion of the
shunting, to hold the cement train on the Loop until the Up and Dowm

Pagsenger traings had deparied from Arklow.

e told Drive D o 2etach the four wagons for Arklow at the
iiatform. He estimated that the shunting could be compleged in

ourteen to fiftesn nﬁinutes and while there was sgtill daylight.

I-Was aware that the Up pasgenger train was due i about

0 minutes.
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He had relessed the token for this train a2t 1£2.46 hours and he
received the "train entering section” signal from Gorey at 13,56 hours.
He expected that the Up passenger train would arrive in Arklow a1t

gbout 19.10 hiours.

M- detailed the vai*ious ghunting movlemarrta involving the T_Tﬁ
cement train, The train propelled out frex the Goods Siding onte the
'mainline towards Gorey, went forward towards REathdrum, the four rear
Wagonsl were uncoupled at the Platform and the train ceontinued aiong
the mainline past the Up Starting signal (Wo. 5). ¥Nr¢EEP:-
aleared the Loop Deown Home signal (No. 13} and the train propelled

- into the loop, continued past the Loor Down Starting signal (No. 12),
past the Up Loop and Mainline Home signals (Nosg. 2 and 4) and out to
'the mainline towards Gorey. Mr @D tncn reztored the Down Heme
signal (No. 13) to Danger and clearsd the Up Home signal (N‘o; L) t‘o allow
%he train to go forward to pick wp The four wagons at the Platform.
He agreed that his working of signals Nog., % and 4 was irregular.

The. train should have been stopped and the driver instructed to

vass signal No. 5 2t Danger.

Ml’- s2id that it was his uszual practice to clear the Up

Eﬁﬁter Home signal when he got a "train entering szection® signal from
rey. He was, however, certain that he had not cleared the Up Outer
me signal that evenig because the cement Train’s shunting movements
fere s4i11 in progress when he received the "irain entering section®
gnal from Gorey for the Up passenger rsin. Driver(jjjj r=d

rried out similar skhunting movements previously at Arklow,
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wnile V4P a1 oot ‘experienced any difficulty operating the
Gorey siznal levers he had found the levers for the two Cuter Home
signals "wery hard" because of the distances to the signalsz and
the curvature of the pull wires. O0il lamps in the Outer Home and
" Distant signals had an endurance of about nine days. The usual
routine was that a signalman refilled them every Thursday or Friday.
“He was not aware of any local arrangement for inspecting signals
 between fhese rowtine visits, He had returnea from sick leave on
%he Friday prior to the accident. If was not possible to see either
ﬁhe Uz Cuter Home or Disztant sismals from the Signal Cabin., In the
past train crews had reported signal faults. He wag unaware that

drivers operating from Rogslare Harbour had reported to their trade

in the nine months prior to the accident. On the day of the accident

"4 22 on duty at noon and was rostered to remain until

midnight.

line for zbout ten years, On the day of the accident he had joimed

hé Up cement train at Emmiscorthy. After passing Gorey he slowed

T Ariklow., FHe had no difficulty in identifying the speed‘restrictioﬁ
i?ker bozrd; ke did not recollect seeing a flashing light on the

board.

ja]

vissed the Up Distant sigmal Vx@'s train was stopped

Un Home signal at about 18.44 hours. He did not notice 1f the

urdon that the Up Cuter Home signal was defective on thirteen occasions

Train Lriver D = veen driving trains on the Dublin/Rosslare

¢ 25 mch  Tor the speed restriction about two miles on the Gorey side
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Drive (s : cignalled into the Goods Siding, He subsecuently
took the token to the Signal Cabin where he was told that there had
been an instruction from the Rail Control O0ffice, Dublin for the
return of his ftrain to Dublin at 20.00 hours and thét the four wagons
Tor Arklow were to be left in the Goods Siding, He had not been told
that his train was needed urgerwly in Dublin. With his guard and the
signalman he égreed the programme of shunting movements necessary for
the detachment of the four rear wagons. The usual procedure at

Arkilow was that cement wasons were unloaded inslde the Goods Siding

while passenger traing continued to operate on the mainline,

However, M:- assumed that in this instance, as the wagons were
not to be unlcaded, he would depart ‘o Rathdrum immediately the

shunting movements were completed.

When Mr- commencead shunting the cement train he was aware of the
scheduled arrival time of the Up passenger trein but he did not know
if it was running fo time. No estimate had been made of the time

required for the shunting movements,

During the shunting U had taken hig $rain past the Up Starting
signal which was in the Clear pogition. FHe was not in poséeésion of

- a token. Affter he had placed the four wagons in the Goods Siding ne
propelléd his train onto the mainline iﬁ the Gorey directicn. ‘He
gounded his hooter to get the signal for Rathdrum and then noticed the
gignalman on the footbridge waving to him indicating that he shouwld
Proceed into the Loop. The Loop Home signal wag displaying & Clear
gapect. AL about the same time, and as hiz train was barely moving, he

felt the impact of the collision.



t no stage during the shunting had he seen the Up Outer Home signal

displaying a Clear aspect.

Depotmardi} who received his guardts certificate in 1972 was
the guard on thé Up cement train, He had joined the train at

Erniscorthy. He had acted as guard on trains on the Wexiord line
on about five occasgions prior to the day of the émcident. Although
he travelled in the locomotive from Enniscorthy he had not noticed
the aspects of any of the Up signals as his train appreached Arklow
nor had he noticed whether {the lights on the speed restriction

marker board were flaghing,

When Mr@ts train gtopped in the Goods Siding he alighted and he

ater spoke to Drive- and the local depotman who told him

hat the Rail Control Office, Dublin had asked that the four wagons
which were for M‘klow be detached. They discussed the ahuﬁting
movements that had been sgreed with the signalman. VP assumea

hat when the shunting movements were completed the Up cement trainwould
epart for Rathdrum. At no sfage 4id anyone suggest that the cement

in would be brought into the Loop;

ile he had previously seen and reported defective signals elsewhers

¢ had never noticed defective signals at Arklow.

was in the Sigmal Cabin with 31ignalman(P
en the Up cement train arrived in the Goods Siding. Drive ¢ D

e into the Cabin and discussed the shunting movements with
lman@i). Both men went down to the Platform where they were
"‘Ed by the train guard. Signalmaz- returned to the Cabin

the shunting movements commenced.
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The train propelled from the Goods Siding in the Gorey directiog,
moved fo:c’ward to the Platform whare the four wagons for Arklow were
uncoupled and ran sround these wagons which were then coupled to the
Tocomotive, Signalmar(i) remarked that if there was an older

men on the Job he would have coupied the four wagons nors

quickly. The train propelled in +the Gorey direction, came forward,
placed the four wagons in the Goods Siding and propelled out again
onto the meinline. The train then stopped and Signaimax- waved

to the driver that he should prorel out further.

At about the same time MiPreard a hooter and he told Bignalman

@ - tiec pessenger train was approaching. V(P said that
1t was coming against the signsls. Inmediately afterwards he heard
the sound of the collision. Vieibility at the time of fthe accidsnt was

good but 1t deteriorated rapidly during the following fifteen minutes.

Train Driverd ] D trc driver of the 17.40 hours ex FRosslare

arbour Up passenger train on the day of the accident was a regular

river on the railway line through Arklow, After depariting from
orey (60% WMP) hie train was travelling at 50 to 60 mpn until he
reduced speed for the speed restriction between the 51% and 513 VPs

He could not recall if the light at the speed restriction marker

&4

iy

w*as flaghing. The train picked up speed zgain and was travelling at
0 50 mph when he got first sight of the Arklow Up Distant signal
which he knew to be fixed in the Cauticn positlon. It was 8531l

daylight. He did mnot see any light in this signal as he passed it.



AP r5¢ reduced speed spproaching the Up Distant signal and

he made a partial brake applicatlon coming round the curve Towards

the Outer Home signsl. He was travelling at about 35 mph when hs had
first sight of the Quter Home signal. The gignal was completely “ofT%.
He would have sxpscited to find this signal “off". THe flaghed the
locomotivets headlight far the purrose of checking the signal arm's
position as he usually did on overcast evenings and in the périod

juzt hefore darkness fell, He thought there was a faint green light

from the Cuter Home gignal and, while he did not look at it continuocusly
while approaching it, his recollection was that the nogition of the

glgnal arm did not change.

Tnsofar as Driver{B v=s zvare his train was ruaning on time.

e had no informstion on the ruaning of the cement train.

r- switehed on the locomotive neadlight again and saw The
ement Train ahead and the red lights of two signals at Danger. TLhe
cement train, whieh had ne Tail light, appeared to be moving. He
hought the signals at Danger were the Up Home (Ne. 4) and a signal
‘bejond the Foothridge which could have been the Loop Un Starting
gignal (No. 3), He would have expected to find the Up lHome :5iér1a1
of ™. M:c- spplied the emergency brake snd got down on the cab

loor just before his locomotive hit the cement train.

On the evening before the accident rive (P r=d driven the
7.40 hours ex Hosslare Up passenger train through Arklow. On that
Ceasion he had not noticed anything anusual aboul the aignals as

e made a normal appreach o Arklow 3tation.



Turing the previous March when driving a train from Arklcow to
Gorey he found the Arklow Up Ouler Home signal in the "off™ position.

He had remorted this to the Gorey slgnalman.

Guar who has worked on the railway through Arklow

for meny years was 1in uhafge of the 17.40 nours Up passenger train

on the day of the accident. The train left Gorey on time and

because it was Too "Ausky” for a green flag he had used a green hand-
lamp to signal his driver. approaching Arkiow, M (s iz the
zuard's van at the rear of the Irain with the train checker, He

did not recollect if the traink speed had been reduced for the speed
restrictions beiween Gorey and Arklow. He thought the train reduced
speed just after passing fthe Aviclow Up Cuter Home signal and =

couple of mimuites later 1t wag in colligion with the cement traln.
GLlax;-t’vaG not on the look—out for signals as his train neared
Arklow. It was dark st the time of tre aceident. Nr(ill »:o
was injured in the collision,arranged that the checker would protect
hig train., He was unaware of any defects in signals on that section

of railway.

Traffic Insnee*:or— arrived at Arklow Station shortly

- after the accident. e went to the Signal Cablin where Zignsalmarn

iy

gl - v vty simmalren(Fsrecred to be auite

normal. The lever for the Loop Up Home signal (Wo. 2) was pulled
and Fitted with & collar, The repsater for the Up Outer Home

gignal indicated "wrong, adjusth.
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He visited the accident site and ‘inﬁpectéd “the relevant signals.
The TLoop Up Home signal arm was in the Clear position and the

green light was visible, the Up OQuter Home signal was in the

I}anger position and its lamp was empty snd u_nligrfced, the lamp

in the fixed Up Distant signal,which was also mﬂighted,containéd )

amall amount of oil.

Station Maste’r‘_ had been at Arklow a5 Chief Clerk since

1962 and as Station Master since 1977. He understood that one of the

princival reasons for altering the gignal la;yout in 1977 was Lo

sl low Lliner trains to move directly from the Goods Siding to the

mainline.

Snorily after She collision be went to the Signal Cabin where, %o
the best of his recollection, Signalma/{ D told bim that the
passenger train mugt have passed the signal. MNP trovshs that

the repeater for the Up Quier Home signal was showing "wrong, adjust"

and saw that only the Leop Up Home signal lever was pulled. Inepector

--told him that he had found the oil lamps in the Up Distant

and Onier Home signals uniighted. Mr (D agreed that the
Arklow signalmen were responsible for filling 0il lamps on signalis.

To hisz knowledge no oﬁe went out specizlly te check if 1amps on the

remote =ignals were being properly serviced and maintained. MI-

relied both on the integrity of the staff responsivle feor filling and

maintaining the lamps and on the reporting by train drivers of unlighted

gignal lamps. Vandalism was an intermittent problem. Full replacement

lamps were fitted in the Up Distant and Outer Home signals on the

nignt of the collision and two days later the lamp ir the Outer Home

eignal was removed and thrown away.
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One f111 Qf‘ an oil lamp usually lasts about nine days, depending on
the wick-heigzht =etting., Lamps in The Up Distant a.nd Outer Tiome
signals had been filled on the previous Wednesday 256th Seplemvsr.
To service the lamps on these twe Up signals the signalman would be
sosent from the Signal Cabin for about cne and a guarter houra.

Tuis duty iz carried out weekly.

CPArior o thwe accldsnd MI- had not heard reports of any signal

defects 112 Arklow. Subseguently he learned thas during 1273 ftwe

defects nad been rsported to sigralea@ D - °vc
instence the signelman had adjusted the pull wire, in the second
instance the signslman telephoned the Jignal Maintenance Dapartment,
“ ublin., He wae also aware that whe ‘he Down Dis*tarb and Outer llome
signals wers inspected two days alfter the accident the lamo Lox

lenses in both signals wers broken. VP 210 e had beso
urpriged earlier in the hearing when Irish Trangport and Gensral
orkers’ Union representative., MNr (@) intervened to say that drivers,
embers of his Unlon, had mace representations to him, Mr-, ¢l
hirteen occasions during the previous nine months, saying ‘

riclow Up Cuter Home signal was defective.

r— could not remember any of the Arklow signalmen being .

ent on refrecher courses. While he had veceived the Regulations

Train Signalling and General Instructions o Signalmen tn=t oparatad

om lst May 19379, he had not raceived Amendment Hotizce. Ni.

gued in Juhe 1979.



istant Signal and Blectrical Encineer was unable
tTrace any reports made to hiz gtald before +he date of the

ident saying that the Arklow Up Outer Home signal had displayed a
ﬁr aspect when iv should have been at Danger, He could accept
thirteen such insbances had Leen reported o Mr-‘ the

h Transport and General Workers' Union.

explained that the gignalling alterations carried out in
7 were intended %o snable goods traing Lo move directly from the
de Uiding into the mection. These alterations included the
gllation of a Down Advahce Sterting colour-light signal on the
& £ide of Tthe 3tation and moving the Up Cuter Home énd Distant
phore signals 150 yards further out from the Station towards

The Up Outer fHome signal is new about 1,080 yards from the

;1 Cakin. Mr Scully did not regard that distance =zg being
Htionally long for mechaniéal'operatién. Replacement of the Up
tant and Outer Fome sigmals by colour—light signels had nod been
idered. A eolour-light Advance Starting signal was installed
uge there was no spare lever in the 8ignzl Cabin. While he

ed oil lamps as satisfactory, he accepted that a combination of

low (Up Distant and Outer Home and Down Distant and Outer Home).
ber of the Signal Department®s maintenance staif, who was working
e Shelton barrier on the day of the collision,called to the

. Cabin where he observed that the gignal repeaters were

ng correctiy.

tric lamps and lenses was better. Mr. @) 1:o sccepted that at the

T the collision there were defects in four of the running signals



A "wrong, adjusi" indication which My( i snv on the Up Cuter
Home electric repeater affer the accident was causegd by an earth
Tault on the signal wire which was buried in debris resulting

from the accident.

Ares Maﬂagerg said there wag nothing irregular in the cement
trains shunting rovements. The irregularity mentioned by M-ND
rose when thne Up Starting signal (No. 5) wag clezred to permit the
movement along the mainline immediately after the Tour wagons had been
uncounled and left standing at the Platform. The correct procedure

| a5 that the driver should hewve been inaﬁz‘ucted verbally to pass the Up
Starting sigral 'while it was at Danger. A =econd irregalarity arcse aftes
the cement {train had propelled through the Loon when the Up Home

igmal (Mo. 4) was clearsd to allow the train forward to pick wup

he four wagons standing at the platform. The correct procedure in
his instance would have been o call the driver Forward using Disc

‘.ignala Nos, & and 11,

QD = of the view that the sigmzlling alterstions carried out in
1977 did not warrant special treining or ianstructions for the local
aff. Regarding Mr@ = statemsnt that he h=d received |
Pregsentations on thirteen cccasiong that the _fix“‘l{low Tn OGuter Honme
:gnal was "drooping” or "off™ when it should have been at Danger,
@D =2i¢ that,in the course of CIE's inguiry inte this accident,
irteen drivers who normslly drove over that section of the railway
re asked 1f they had ever noticed the Arklow Up Outer Home signal
?;‘Doping" or "ol'f® when thelir ftrainz were ftravelling in the Down
ection and only five drivers had, &% =owme time earlier this year,

ticed the signal "™drcoping® or WoffW.
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Pwo drivers who had pessed fhrough Arklow on the day of the

accident noticed nothing urmasual .

Technical Manage (GGG detailed dama

ge sustained vy Ehé
This damage was consistent with iy

vehisles in both trains.

vehicles being ianvelved in a collision.' After the accident, brakes

opn all coaches in the Up passenger train were checked individually

smd found to be satisfactory. Recause of accident damage it was not

poseible to check the locomotive's brakes until recently. An

examination of the Haszler disc chartd recoversed from the locomative

of the passsnger train confirmed that there had been rapld

deceleration before the collision and this could Oﬂly.have been

schieved if the breking systems were in good condition.

vr . (P =12 that the Easler disc chart recorded speeds OVET the

finel 1,850 yards travelled pefore the collision. His analysis of

the chart suggested that the Up passenger train's sreed zpproaching

the Up Distant signal was about 54 mpn. This speed was held for
about 480 yards. There was then & reduction of about one mph for &
L further 355 yards. After & reduction to 52 mph theré were & number

of successive speed reductions which corresponded 1o normal service

These were followed by 2 rapid rate of deceleration

braking.
Thne speed at the moment of impact

equivalent to emergency hraking.

‘was about 24 mph. From his analysis of the Hasler chart recovered

rom the cement train he formed the opinion that the train was

ropelling towards Gorey at about 13 mph st the mement of impact.

-After the accident he had carrised out & gerieg of te=t runs on the

p line *to Arklow using a train of the same composition as the
Tiis enabled him To form

agsenger train involved in the acclident.
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an opinien that the driver of the Up passenger ftrain made a

fairly heavy brake appiication before he came into sight of the

' Up Outer Home signal, then "pumped™ +hé breke for scme distance and,
after passing the sighting point of the Up Home signal, made an

emergency brake application.

In Mr.—s view, based on these test runs, when the driver
of the Up passenger train braked initially he wowuld just about have
been able to stop his train at the Up Quiter Home signal but when he
came to the gighting point of that gignal he would mot have been
able to stop at it and when he came into sight of the Up Home
signal the train was under control and could have been stopped short
of that signal. Neither the Hasler chart nor the locomotive tyres
 sugge5ted that any skidding had taken place. The ftraints speed

,indicator wag checked and found accurate to within 2 mph.
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CONCLUSTONS

e accident on 3rd Gctober, 1979 peoeourred because the 17.40 hours
z. Rosslare Harbour Up passenger train, when approaching Arklow
tation, could not be halted before it collided with a cement train
igh, in shunting, was propelliing along the mainline towsrds Gorey
d had almost reached the Down Advance Starting signal, which is

ecated between the Up Outer Home and Home signals.

hé‘Up passenger train's speed at the point where the driver could
ve had first sight of the Up Outer Home =ignal was probably too
Ef to enable the train to be stopped before it reached that signal,

e train could have been halted before reaching the Up Home signal.

ere ig doubt zs to Whethgr the Up Outer Home signal, which is nof
zible from the Signal Cabin, was in the Danger or (lear positions
én the Up passgenger train passed 1it. I am of the view that while
Js signal had not been cleared at the materizl time its =zemaph-re
Tﬁnwaa tilted mo far below the horizontal that ths driver of the Up

senger train thought it was in the Clear position.

OBSERVATTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

re wag confliecting evidence at the heafing regarding the aspent
‘he Arklow Uﬁ Outer Home signal as the Up passenger itrain

roached it just belore the accident. Signalmar- aaid
while he usually cleared that signal when he got a "train

téring gection” bell signal lrom Gorey hie was satisfied that he had
d.the gignal at Danger on this occasion. Drivez-'aaid it

n the Clear position. Other evidence was that this signal,

ch had been repositioned about 150 yards cutwards from the 3ignal

S



- 18 -

able witnesses could include one of, or some combination of,
following possibilitias - that when the signal lever was

gred to Danger by Signalman- after the arrival of the Up
dent train the signal's semaphore arm did not reiurn to the Danger
tion, that there was an intermittent fault in the signal’s arm or
repeater mechanism, that because Driver( D cxpected to see
signal in the Clear position he was convinced that he saw it in
position, that because of the stzndard to which the Arklow

1= were being gerviced and maintained at that time Driver Whitty

~lese than the required attention to the Up Outer Home gignal, or

the sigral's semaphore arm was tilted so far below the

r position. In my view this latter is the most likely

the Up Outer Home signal was repositioned in 1977 no consideration
given to replacing it by a colour-light signal. Prior to 1977
:ﬁull wire to the signal followed a series of straight liness;
repositioning involved the introduction of & curved sectlion near

uter end of the pull wire.

he time of the zceident oil lamps in the Up Distant and Cutsr

e signals were unlighted and lamp-box lenses in the Down Distant
buter Home signals ﬁhich had been damaged by vandels had not been
Eced. Some railway personnel who had observed irregularities‘
lefects in the Arkldw z2ignals had ﬁot complied with the reporting

dure laid down in CIE Rule 155 (a).
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he Caution position of a Distant sigﬁal“indicates t& 8 driver that
e must be prepared to stop at the next Stop signal or at any éthéru
Stop =ignal in advance worked from thé same 3ignal Cabin - CIE Rule
& (e, The Arklow Up Distant signal is fixed permanently in the
Caution position and as the next 3Stop signal is the Outer Home the
working of the Up passenger train involved in the accident should

have been such that it could have been sitopped at that signal.

Recommendation No. 1: Where semaphore signals are being

Tepositioned & significant distance outwards from controlling gignal
cabins, consideration should be given to replacing them by colour-

ight signals,

ecommendation No. 2: The attention of train crews should be drawn

t regular intervals +to the CIE Rule requiring the reporting of
rregularities and defects in signals at the first stationm at which

heir trains stop.

April 1982
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